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WEATHER

Precipitation was below normal in a
narrow band extending from the southwest
corner to the northwest portion of the
State. Elsewhere moisture was above normal
with rainfall of one inch or mores over
much of the northwest and southeast por-
tions.

Daytime temperaturss were above normal
May 4 and 5; otherwise, temperatures were
below normal with the main temperature
over the Stata two to five degreas below
normal for this period.

CROPS "

An average of 3 1/2 days wers suitable
for field work in the week ending last fri-
day. Most of the field work occurred early
or late in the week since rain stopped work
almest entirely on Monday and Tussday.
Rapoxts on topsoil moisture Friday indicate
37% surplus and 63% adequate with subsoil
molsture 358 surplus and 65% adequate.

Fleld work consisted mainly of shred-
ding stalks, spreading fertilizer, seed-
bed preparation, and planting of corn and
emall grains. Other fazm work consisted of
caring for livestock, moving cattle to
pasture, cleaning lots, and harvesting 1972
corn and grain sorghum.
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Week Ending 5/7/73

Corn planting had advanced to about
6% complete before the weekend rains
stopped progress. A year ago 7% was
planted and the 1967-71 average is 19%.
Most soils are too cool for corn to germ-
‘inatae,

Planting of sugar beets continued
with delays due to rain. Early planted
beats are smerging in good shape with 1it-
tle damage from the Thursday moxning
freaze.

Winter wheat condition continues
good to fair with 3% of reports showing
excellent, 57% good, 378 fair, and 3%
pocr. Weeds are becoming a problem in
some fields.

Alfalfa and wild hay condition is
mostly good with 748 reported good for
alfalfa and 83% for wild hay.

LIVESTOCK

Rangs and pasture fzed wore reported
as 20% above average, 61% average and
19% below average which is better than a
week ago.

Cattle continue to be moved to summer
pasture although new grass is atill short.
Many cows are thin from the long hard
winter and spring. Spring calving opera~
tions are completed on many ranches.

Feed lots are better but many are
still muédy, particularly in the southeast.

Precipitation, April 1 - May 4, 1973
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PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING 6:00 A.M., SATURDAY, MAY 5, 1973
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION DATA FOR WEEK ENDING 6:00 P.M. SUNDAY, MAY &, 1973
Temperature Precipitation
Station Extremes Inches
Max | Min Mean Departure Total 1/
NW Chadron 79 28 S0 - .97
Scottsbluff 79 28 49 -5 1.26
Sidney 74 27 47 - .60
NC Burwell 75 30 52 - .61
Valentine 77 30 51 -3 .98
NE Norfolk 74 34 53 -4 .43
Sioux City 76 35 55 -2 .88
CEN Grand Island 74 33 52 -5 .61
EC Lincoln 77 34 54 -3 1.12
Omaha 72 37 54 -4 1.03
sSW Imperial 78 a3 52 - .21
North Platte 77 26 52 -3 .41

1/ Precipitation totals not included in map above.
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